
WHAT’S THE WORD 

I am so excited about the musical journey 

that I have been on this past 2 years. 

Nothing that I could have done on my own 

could have come close to what God put in 

place for me. I was honored to be able to 

work with Grammy producer Edwin Ramos, 

we talking Mary J Blige, Angie Stone, Brian 

McKnight, Kirk Franklin and Trin-i-Tee 5 7 

…. If that wasn't enough I had my girl Dawn 

Tallman  , Ms. #1 Billboard  chart  sister 

mentoring me and putting the hand waving sound on those vocals. When I 

started this journey I was a different person  I didn't see myself as a person 

who would be recording at the famous Quad Music Studio in NYC, but God 

did. I am blessed and I look forward to my music blessing others. You can 

see videos of My Journey Here. 

It is customary for a person during this time of 
year to do some soul searching, make some 
resolutions , contemplate ones existence as it 
relates to the life they led, the decisions they 
have made and what progress was or was not 
made. Well I'm not going to do that. See I 
know I am right where God wants me to be, I 
am not here by accident and I didn't make a 
mistake and end up here. See it doesn't matter 
if I should have went left but I went right, 
doesn't matter if I wasn't supposed to sow into 
that homeless person and I missed that 
opportunity and it doesn't matter , see here is 
where I am and from here is where I will make 
my next move. See God has a path laid out for 

me.it is up to me to take it , to trust his word, to live his word to be his word 
in order for the path to be the fullest, prosperous and splendid path it could 
be.  Now it isn't a matter of living a saved lifestyle or not, you can live your 
whole life being holier than thou, know you going to make it in but never 
receive all the blessings God has for you because you are not working the 
word. You don't trust your spiritual senses but you let your flesh guide your 
steps. See God already knows what we are going to do, he lays it all out for 
us and we see and achieve as much as our faith , the currency of the 
kingdom , allows. 

So .... No... I'm not looking back... I'm hitting the gym for my spirit, doing 
some spiritual bodybuilding. I'm walking the path with my faith not paying 
attention to what my senses tell me but living in the spirit. My spiritual view 
is beautiful and I am loving where I am , looking forward to the steps of the 
day , week, month and year. Consulting with my counselor , financial 
advisor and my father on a daily basis. Nothing for me back there, I am 
looking forward to........ 
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Mitchell Solarek is a highly recognizable name around the music industry 
credited for discovering Natalie Grant, being the architect of the Christian 
vocal group Plus One—which had one of the most successful new artist 
launches in CCM history and today managing, Donald Lawrence, Danny 
Gokey, Bernie Herms, Natalie Grant of course and most recently signing 
Koryn Hawthorne, the young powerhouse from this last season of The Voice. 
He is also credited as being an executive producer of the reality TV Show 
Mary Mary, which has made the man behind the scenes a household name 
to millions of non-industry people now as well. 

However the music business was not his first success story. Already running 
a successful modeling agency Mitchell’s venture into the music industry 
started out with an act of sowing into a music talent he believed in and was 
passionate about. As you can tell Mitchell Solarek has been very successful 
in turning his passion for the music into a profitable career. In 2000 he moved 
his highly successful modeling agency from California to Tennessee to 
expand into music management starting Maxim Artist Group. He is the 
president and founder of Maxim Artist Group, which houses Maxim Artist, 
Maxim Music Publishing, and Maxim Event Management and has now 
launched his own record label, Maxim Records.  I had the pleasure of 
speaking with Mr. Solarek about his new record label, the evolving music 
industry and his thoughts on artists of today.   

As the person who discovered Natalie Grant whose career has spanned 
decades and is still one of the most celebrated and successful Christian 
artists of our time, I was very interested to know what was it about Natalie 
Grant that made her stand out and what does he look for today.  Mitchell was 
taken in by the power and soulfulness of Natalie Grants voice as well as her 
ability to sing. Later finding out she had grown up listening to gospel choirs, 
the Clarke Sisters and Tramaine Hawkins he knew “She learned how to sing 
from singers” and her vocal commitment to what she sang was clearly 
conveyed. He credits this to the fact that “Natalie knew her calling” and 
although offered a pop contract she turned it down to be a Christian artist 
because “there was no other option in her mind”. He has witnessed God do 
incredible things in her life and it has been an amazing journey and Mitchell 
is looking forward of more to come.   

Mitchell Solarek has been very successful in recognizing talent and guiding 
careers I wanted to hear what he thought about the vastly different music 
industry of today; digitally driven, the ease of making a CD, labels very little 
artist development and the easily accessible worldwide audience. What did 
he feel were the good or bad and how does one maneuver through the music 
maze?   From a listeners stand point Mitchell feels the digital age has given 
us the opportunity to hear artists we may have never had the chance to hear 
before, however with the dawn of this era the “financial havoc” felt by the 
record labels has caused a severe reduction in the artist development 
budgets. Picking an artist use to be a financial investment for the label with a 
commitment made to the artists development but “it is really now the 
responsibility of the artist to figure out how they’re going to get themselves to 
the point of a national audience”. The record companies expect the artist to 
“show up in a box, with a bow and be ready to be put out on the shelf” Ok so 
how does one become shelf ready? 

Let’s start with your instrument. The church and most notable the choir is 
where most singers training took place, harmonizing, blending, ear training 
and relative pitch were all fine-tuned for the most part in the churches. As 
churches move towards praise teams, choirs not being as popular Mitchell 
finds more people are learning to sing with YouTube. As a result he sees 
artists who all sound like their favorite singer, no originality, not having 
developed their own sound or style and he notices a serious lack of vocal 
training, they don’t know how to sing. Is his opinion he feels people have 
“seriously underestimated the importance of choirs and choir directors.” Your 
foundation is your music and it needs to be solid. Practice, experiment, 
prefect your instrument, learn who you are as an artist and the best way to 
present you so all we see is “undeniable talent”.   CONTINUED 
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"You won’t be comfortless He will 
come to you, though you’ve been 
put to the test he will see you 
through and your more than a 
Conqueror through him that loves 
us ,much more than a conqueror, 
Yea” from the song “Conqueror” 

  

“The God of the peace my sanity 
you give me joy your face I seek. 
You saved my soul, cleansed and 
made mew whole I'll never go. And 
just want to let you know how 
wonderful you are. How faithful 
you are. How beautiful you are.” 
From the Song “You are Why” 
Billboard #4  

  

       Dawn Tallman the Queen of Gospel Energy  

Reading the lyrics these would seem to be praise and worship songs you 
might hear at your church on Sunday morning, not music you would hear in a 
club over a driving beat with people running to the dance floor. This is exactly 
what you get from Dawn Tallman- the Queen of Gospel energy 

The Queen of Gospel Energy was born and raised in Danbury, Connecticut, 
Dawn began singing in the house of God from early childhood her gifts were 
easily recognizable. Later, she expanded into other genres, R&B, Jazz Neo-
Soul and most successfully the Dance scene. Dawns voice and style has 
been compared to those of many great vocalists, but her tone and delivery 
are uniquely her own. Dawn’s vocal ability as well as her gift for vocal 
arranging and an incredible ear for interesting and song developing 
harmonies has cemented her as one of the most sought after background 
vocalists. Her particular harmonic gifts elevate backgrounds into a symphonic 
accompaniment and her adlibs are instinctively just enough. She is a 
producers Gods send. Dawns voice has blessed numerous singles as the 
featured artist and she is on the must call list for many producers when they 
are looking for someone to arrange and sing backgrounds. You will hear 
Dawn’s voice on the Cd’s of Phil Perry, Maysa, Chante Moore and Natalie 
“The Floacist” Stewart of the group Floetry just to name a few. In her own 
right and as a member of various ensemble groups, Dawn has traveled all 
over the world. Dawn has been on the Billboard chart Numerous times, 6 top 
20 hits including 4 top ten singles and with her most recent being No. 1 “Feel 
the Vibe” as the featured vocalist with Uber DJ Bob Sinclar, which has also 
been certified gold. The single was performed live this past summer for Radio 
Italia in Milan the first non-Italians to perform in the square. Feel the Vibe 
Radio Italia. Follow Dawn on Facebook 

“For Me” is Dawns latest solo release. True to her gospel roots she delivers a 
message of hope, love and happiness over foot moving beat, “You can be 
who you want to for me I choose to be happy.” Dawn is living example of 
ministering in a church without walls, bringing the good word to masses 
everywhere.     

http://listbabyqa.hostbaby.com/ln/?c=3828164&l=1135242&k=e3ce13369ba0e1fee6de558fe562a68f
http://listbabyqa.hostbaby.com/ln/?c=3828164&l=1135242&k=e3ce13369ba0e1fee6de558fe562a68f
http://listbabyqa.hostbaby.com/ln/?c=3828164&l=1135243&k=1e1769bec676af1e3bb12e24e69aece3


Marketing is always a 
concern for the indie artist 
and to that Mitchell believes 
there isn’t a “one size fits all” 
marketing plan, however 
when looking for the most 
bang for the buck you have 
to start with the music. You 
need to build on a foundation 
of “undeniable music that the 
consumer wants to hear.” 
The other factor in 
determining your marketing 
is knowing your audience, 

who is the consumer of your music? Know the demographics of your target 
audience, their habits, where can you reach your audience, what sites do they 
pay attention to, what sites do they visit, where do they spend their time? 
Mitchell warns “understand who the consumer is before you ever spend a 
penny.” Do your homework, have a plan.   

So what other factors does Mitchell Solarek look for in an artist? He is looking 
for activity. He agrees social media used properly is a great no cost tool. When 
scouting talent, he looks at how many followers do they have, what (kind of) 
activity is on your page, are you being engaged by the public, is there a buzz 
around what you are doing? 

Since the days of big travel budgets and big A&R staffs are gone shows like The 
Voice and American Idol have become an A&R vehicle putting a spotlight on the 
artists and getting the attention of people like Mitchell. As is evident as he 
manages an American Idol Finalist in Danny Gokey and with his newly signed 
artist Koryn Hawthorne, who was one of the top 4 finalist from season 8 of The 
Voice.     

As for looking at representation, Mitchell advises, don’t. When you are ready the 
representation will find you, between your social numbers, music engagements 
and all your activities the people who do this professionally “are paying attention 
and will find you.”  

Where artists go wrong is not recognizing where they are in their development, 
especially in the Christian/Gospel industry in the area of artist management. It’s 
perfectly fine and cost effective to have someone who knows you and believes 
in you to assist when starting out but to many times as the artist grows in 
popularity and status they hold on to that old managerial relationship. The artist 
needs to think like a business person, recognizing when there is a need for a 
change, to let go of the friend or family to get with someone who knows the 
business. Mitchell has seen it many times old relationships take precedent and 
in the end the lack of change is costly because the artist didn’t have someone 
“with the skillset and background to navigate through a very complex business. 
And they (old management) end up staying in the picture and we haven’t seen a 
lot of artists really breaking through and sustaining success in that format.” 
Timing is important and lack of knowledge is deadly.   

So shelf ready sounds well and good however Mitchell knows there are some 
very talented artists who need more molding, hand holding and or development. 
So where do you put an artist that has the undeniable talent, the activity but not 
quite shelf ready?  Maxxim Records is there to fill the void. Mitchell Solarek 
created Maxxim Records to bridge the gap that so many new artist seem to be 
falling into, the lane “between the label and the indie artist”. The artist that needs 
a little extra hand holding, development but unquestionable talent now have a 
place to go and shine. However you would be mistaken to  think that every artist 
that Maxxim Artist Group represents would be on this label, Mitchell made it 
clear that what is best for his client always comes first.    

Navigating through this industry can be trying and difficult but one of the points 

Mitchell made really hit home with me, as we wrapped up we hit on the topic of 

radio airplay. One of the main complaints of the indie artist is lack of terrestrial 

airplay and as Mitchell pointed out, so many indie artists are trying to change 

the rules of the game without being a player in the game. They haven’t built up 

their fan base, made a connection with fans or developed any following.  When 

you can go to the Stores for physical space or to the radio station and say look 

at the following, the downloads, streaming number and the activity then you are 

in a position to make a case for position on  iTunes and CD Baby page or 

physical space at Walmart, Best Buy or Target.  Mitchell says ‘let’s get in the 

game, let’s win and then have a meeting about changing it”.  Good words to live 

by.  


